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made from linen in Europe, namely, in Nuremburg, in
Germany. The first English paper-mill was erected in
Dartford, Kent, by a German in the service of Queen
Elizabeth, about the year 1588. It was not, however,
until about the middle of the last century that paper-mak-
ing was worked successfully in this country, most of our
supplies up to that time being derived from France and
Holland. It is now one of our most extensive industries,
and has been brought to great perfection, more especially
during the past thirty years, by improvements in machinery
and treatment of the materials employed in its manu-
facture.

Although the operations of paper-making are chiefly of a
mechanical nature, the science of chemistry has done much
towards perfecting the art, more especially in utilizing
other fibres than cotton in its manufacture. The greatly
increased demand for paper, caused by the removal of the
paper duty, naturally had the effect of enhancing the value
of cotton and linen rags, from which paper was made.
This demand led to a search for other fibrous material,
and paper made from straw came into the market in large
quantities. The brittle character of straw-paper, however,
and the disagreeable cracking noise which occurs when
handling it, renders it only suitable for a very cheap class
of printing paper; and although it is still much employed,
it can never be held in high estimation.

In the year 1853 the author's father patented a process
for converting wood fibre into paper, an outline of which
process will not be uninteresting to the reader. The wood
was first converted into shavings by steam planing
machinery; the shavings were then boiled for some time
in caustic soda, which dissolved out the resinous matter,